
450

read in their cellars and garrets to thei

wives and children, their brothers and sons
And the Town Councilhaveno misgivings a;
to THE LESSONS which it must incul

cate ! JOHN BIRD died from violence. H(

was stanied. The Town Council say that th(

inquest upon his body was an unnecessary
inquiry. Presently a town-councillor him-
self may be found dead under circumstances

of suspicion. Nay, from the wounds upon
his body, it may be evident to every beholdei
that his death was caused by violence. The

humbler class of tradesmen from whom the

jurymen in the case of JOHN BIRD were

selected, and whose verdict was rejected;
and treated with contempt, may contend that
the death of the town-councillor is not a case

for inquiry,-that it would be an " unneces-
sary" investigation ; and if the Coroner were
to hold inquests upon all the town-councillors
who might be found dead under the like cir-

cumstances, his office " would become a

lucrative one." In applying the principle
of retributive justice, we have heard doc-
trines of a far more monstrous character

enforced.

While reflecting on the case of JOHN

BIRD, and considering the decision of the

wise and prudent Town Council of Wigan, we

would beseech our readers to bear in mind

that the proceedings in that town have occur-
red in a country in which no CRIMINAL

can die in a gaol without an inquest being held

for the purpose of ascertaining if the death was
a natural one. Such was the law established

by our ancestors, and it is still in operation.
At the time that criminals are thus protected

against undue severity, the governing body
in an English town has determined that an

inquest held on a man who had been starved

to death was an UNSECESSARY INQUIRY,&mdash;a

CSLLESS CEREMONY !

Foul and abominable as is this decision,
we fear that it forms but an imperfect index

to still darker traits in the minds of the per-

sons with whom it originated.

FATAL TREATMENT
OF

SEVERE INFLAMMATION OF THE
LUNGS,

WITH TONICS AND STIMULANTS,
BY A DRUGGIST.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I send you the report of an inquest
lately held in this town. The extent to which
chemists and druggists practise in Chelten-
ham, and the mischief they do, is almost in-
credible :- .

" Ungrateful tribe! who, like the viper’s brood, _

From medicine issuing, suck their mother’s
blood!"&mdash;DRYDEN.

For my part I ought not to complain, for
it often happens that cases come under my
care with which these gentry have been
dabbling, making matters worse and worse,
until either they or the patients get fright.
ened:-

"Curando fieri quaedam majora videmus
Vulnera, quae melius non tetigisse fuit ;"and it is the same with all sorts of diseases;

so, at last, as I said, they become alarmed,
and send for a " regular doctor," and thus I
often obtain ten or more fees out of a case
which had I seen at the onset would have
furnished me only one or two. When will
the public mind become permeable to com-
mon sense ? I am, Sir, your obedient ser.
vant,

M.D., CHELTENSIS.
Cheltenham, Dec. 17, 1841.

M.D., CHELTENSIS.

INQUEST ON THE BODY.

On Friday last, Dec. 12th, an inquest was
held before J. Barnett, Esq., on the body of
James Phillips, butcher, who died on the
preceding Tuesday, the object being to ascer-
tain if the complaint of which Mr. P. died
had been properly treated by the chemist and
druggist who attended him.

After empanelling the jury, the Coroner
said, he thought it highly necessary that the
rumour should be inquired into, so that if
true it should be known on whom blame
should be laid. The jury must view the
body, and then, after hearing one witness,
adjourn until a post-mortem examination had
taken place. The body was robust and mus-
cular. The first witness was

CHARLES SHELDON, a lawyer’s clerk, who
had known deceased four years. On Thursday
week, at his own house, witness was with
him five or ten minutes; he complained of
bile and asthma, to which he had been sub-
ject for years. He appeared in other respects
better than for some time previous. He had
been too unwell to attend to his business.
The asthma was very slight; his chief illness
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appeared a bilious attack. Had had a cough
from his infancy. Witness always considered
him very healthy. Years ago he was very
addicted to drink. Had entirely dis-
continued that habit for three years. His
new course of life never had any effect on
his health. His last illness was about a fort-
iight. ago. Mr. Roberts, a chemist, at-

tended him ; he also attended the children in
scarlet fever, one of whom died about three
-Wedm ago. He has " surgeon" on a brass-
plate on his shop-door. Deceased had great
confidence in Mr. Roberts, and wished no
one else might be called in. He always felt
better at morning. No other doctors were ‘

called in until he was actually dying. On 
Mrs. Phillips (his wife) saying she should 
like another medical man, Mr. Roberts said
he would send for Dr. Boisragon. He died
on Tuesday evening; I don’t think he took 
to his bed at all, but died on the sofa. It 
was only at the last moment he was thought 
in danger. About two hours before he died c

he took sufficient sustenance for a man in a z

healthy state-two cups of tea and two or i

three pieces of toast. He soon afterwards 
said to his wife, " don’t think I can see

you&mdash;yes, I can." She felt uneasy, and he t
shortly after breathed his last. i
The jury then adjourned to Monday. (

MONDAY.&mdash;The first witness was, f
MARY LAWRENCE, mother of Mrs. Phillips: : s

- Friday fortnight he was so poorly he thought 1
he should have fainted in the High-street. 1

Next morning he could not stay down stairs. 1

He went to bed, and Mr. Roberts was sent for t

by his own desire. He had frequently attended 1
him before. On the Wednesday following t
he complained of a pain in his chest and side, 
and Mr. Roberts was again sent for ; Mr. R. f
sent some medicine, and said if it did not re- j,
Beve him, he had better obtain further ad- I

vice. The medicine did relieve him, and he n

said he could now lie on his right side : his r

wife again wished for further advice, but de- 
teased said, 111 am satisfied he has done me t]

good, and with what he can do." On Tues- b

day last he said he was still getting better, s

but I did not think so. He was subject to e

perspiration. He took medicine every three v
hours from Mr. Roberts. Mr. Roberts left q
one prescription on the Tuesday, that Dr. u

Boisragon might see it, to see that he uas ii
treated properly. It was written in my pre- a

sence. We did not send the prescription to li
be made up, but had it from Mr. Roberts. o

Tuesday evening he had tea, but his wife ti

said,  Mr. Roberts says you must not have p
too much weakening slops." Soon after p
that, seeing us in trouble, he said, " I fear it 01

will be a bad job." He then seemed to be a]
going to sleep, but died. The medicine he m
had was the contents of these two bottles. st

He knew that Mr. Roberts was a chemist ti
and druggist, and not a surgeon ; but he had 
done the children good, and relieved his 
asthma so many times, that he thought him nc

clever. Mr. R. has attended the family for five
or six years. He never charged for attend-
ance, but only for medicine. Deceased had
medicine at twelve o’clock on the day he
died, from the secoud prescription.
DAVID HARTLEY, a member of the College

of Surgeons, residing in Cheltenham :-I
have made the post-mortem examination in
conjunction with Mr. Brookes and Dr. T.
Boisragon. The body externally appeared
particularly healthy. In the chest and ab-
domen I found a great deal of fat. On the
chest was a Burgundy-pitch plaster. On
the upper parts of the left side of the chest,
there were results of chronic inflammation,
of some years’ standing. The lower lobe of
the left lung presented signs of intense in-

flammation, recent, different in appearance
from the other, such as might have been
caused by severe cold. The lower part of
the lungs was of a deep black colour, indi-
cating intense inflammation, easily broken
down, and amounting almost to a state of

mortification ; it contained a quantity of
foetid air, and black, liquid, serous infiltra-
tion. The lower lobe of the right lung pre-
sented also recent inflammation, but not to so
great an extent ; there was considerable fat,
indicating fulness of health. The pericar-
dium contained about six ounces of serous
fluid tinged with red ; this might result from
suppressed respiration. The heart was en-

larged, and contained a quantity of dark

blood, more like pitch or treacle ; this might
be accounted for by the imperfect action of
the lungs. The valves and arteries of the
heart were healthy. The trachea’and larger
branches were healthy, but slightly tinged
with red. In the abdomen I found much
fat; the small intestines were slightly in-

jected ; every other organ was quite healthy.
I removed the stomach for subsequent exa-
mination. The liver was healthy in every
respect; it showed no signs of having been
injured by previous intemperance. I found
the brain and its membranes healthy. The
blood in the head was dark, and no extrava-
sation or but little fluid found ; everything
else was in a healthy state. The stomach
was quite healthy, and contained a large
quantity of half-digested food, having the
usual odour ; no powder nor firm substance
in it, nothing but food recently taken. I
applied tests to it for arsenic, corrosive sub-
limate, and oxalic acid, but found no trace
of either. Death was caused by iuflamma-
tion of the left lobe of the lungs, and sup -
pressed respiration. The inflammation was

perhaps of a fortnight’s standing ; the time
)f his complaining corresponded with these
ippearances. At the early stage, depletion
might have been necessary, but in the after

stages not so, from the weakness of the pa-
:ient. In a full habit of body, inflammation
ioes its work in a few days, and sometimes
n a few hours. In the early stages I should
iot have given tonics ; not quinine ; it would
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have kept up the inflammation; it could not

by possibility have done good. The first

prescription is generally a mild tonic medi-
cine, not a stimulant. Quinine is a tonic.
Infusion of roses might have been adminis-
tered if any tendency to haemorrhage existed.
The sulphuric acid, also a tonic, I consider
would be injurious in such a case as this.
The prescription is not such a one as I should
have given; I should have considered it in-

jurious in a case of acute inflammation. There
is nothing injurious in the second prescrip-
tion ; it is an innocent one, but not one cal-
culated to reduce inflammation. I should
have used, perhaps, more active medicines.
Knowing what I do now, with a man of such
a strong constitution, I should have resorted
to blistering, bleeding, &c., and a tonic me-
dicine would be the last I should have used.
In explanation of the patient’s feeling so much
easier for the last two days, I consider it
arose from the part of the lungs most aftected
being so much disorganised as to be beyond
feeling. The first tonic medicine may have
created such an excitement as to cause ex-

pectoration, and make the patient feel easier,
while the original mischief was increased by
it. The inflammation of the upper lobe was
of long standing, that in the lower was more
recent ; very likely the gentleman attending
deceased having administered the same re-

medy with success for the old cough, had
done the same in the present instance, with-
out looking below the surface of the com-

plaint, and without considering there was a
fresh complaint. I should have administered
tonic medicines for an old complaint, but
not for a recent inflammation. The six ounces
of serous eifusiou in the pericardium were not
sufficient to cause death. In answer to the

inquiry if there was anything in the state of
the lungs calculated to produce sudden death,
the witness explained, that from the lungs
not properly performing their functions, the
dark blood was on the wrong side of the
heart. The heart appeared naturally large,
and not so by disease. The suddenness of ’!
the death was clearly a result of the disease
of the lungs.

Mr. C. HOBERTS being sworn, said, I am a
chemist and druggist. I was in Mr. Phil-

lips’s shop on Saturday, the 27th of Novem-
ber. Saw his wife, who said her husband
was very unwell, and asked me to see him.
I did so, and found him labouring under a
bad cold, and severe pain in his head. I
ordered him two aperient pills and a draught
of the same description ; also a diuretic

mixture, to be taken every three or four
hours. Next morning he said he was much
relieved, but stilt complained of his head. I
ordered him six leeches. On Monday
morning I found him better in every respect,
and the expectoration free. I pressed his
chest and sides, and he said he was free
from pain. Told him to continue the mix-
ture. On the Wednesday morning I believe

he said he was not quite so well, but had
taken a fresh cold. He had no fever; but
as his breath was not quite so well, I t014
him I would make an alteration in his me-
dicine by addinn ether. He again said he
was in no pain from his bowels. I orderetf
a repetition of the pills. On the following
morning his health was relieved, and. still
improving. He did not feel very weak, and
had a pretty good appetite. I expected him
to be weaker than I found him, owing to
the expectoration. I again advised him to
have further advice. In doing so I was
guided not so much by how he felt, as by
what I considered would be the effect of the
complaint continuing so long. I mentioned
Drs. Boisragon and Cannon ; he objected,
saying he had great confidence in me. I
told his wife if he got worse they had better
send for some one. I saw him again pre.
vious to the Tuesday, on the morning of the-
day he died ; they had just finished dressing
him. I found a change for the worse, but -
considered it was produced by the exertion
of getting up. I then recommended a dose
of the strengthening medicine sent the day
before. Up to that time he had taken 00
tonic whatever; I put the medicine together
myself ; it is the same as this prescription,
the first, with the exception of having half a
drachm less of the sulphuric acid. I treated
the case entirely as one of cold, and not of
inflammation. I did not consida any inflam-
mation existed; neither his pulse nor his

complaints to me indicated the existence of
such. Did not consider there was chronic
inflammation. Had I supposed there was
acute inflammation, I should have pursued a-
different course of treatment, leeching, cap-
ping, and bleeding. The tonic in that case
would have been injurious. On calling ia
the evening, I found two more doses of the
tonic had been given. In the course of the
day he died. The expectoration was mucus
and not pus.

After a few remarks from the coroner, the
jury, after half an hour’s consultation, brought
in the following verdict : &mdash;" That James
Phillips died of acute inflammation of the

lungs ; that he was attended during his ill-
ness by Mr. Charles Roberts, chemist and
druggist, of whom he had certain medicines;
but whether the medicines and medical
treatment he received at the hands of the
said Charles Roberts accelerated death, this
jury are not in a situation positively and on
their oaths to declare."

NON-MEDICAL CORONERS.
PRESCRIBING CHEMISTS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Having observed, with satisfaction,
the columns of your valuable Journal so

fully occupied in advocating the rights of the
medical profession, and in no less worthy a


